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Summary of History 
For Schools and Students 

This is a concise general picture history with text 
enlightenment of the main items of History in most any 
place in the USA. 

This fits on cell phones 
or 

Can be used as a slide show of 58 slides. 

Can easily be fit into one session of 29 minutes at 2 
slides per minute. Of if used for discussion can go 
longer. It can also be used as a lead in to American and 
or local history or social studies. 

For students of any age this is a great time saver 
because it is concise showing the most common history 
items people in most of America went through. 

Full text and history can be seen with over 1000 pictures 
by simple saving of the bigger history located at 
http://dogoodforall.today 

All of my compilations may hereby be used and copied 
freely by our schools. Although I maintain rights for 
commercial publication 


© Professor Wesley E. Arnold 



What is Important about History? 


It gives us valuable knowledge that we can learn 

from. 

We gain perspective which is what things are, 
in relation to other things. 

And hopefully we learn from mistakes made in the 
past so we don’t repeat them. 



Our Spaceship Earth has no life rafts 
But the Universe started scientists say 13.8 Billion years 

ago 

Our Sun ignited 5 Billion years ago. 

Our Earth was formed 4.5 Billion years ago. 

(They have recently discovered that there are other 
somewhat like earth, planets many light years away.) 

Bacteria began about 1 Billion years ago. 

Corals 7 sea life were around 700 Million Years ago 
Fish 500 Million Years ago 
Insects 400 Million Years ago 
Reptiles and Dinosaurs 300 Million Years ago 
Birds 200 Million Years ago 
Mammals 170 Million Years ago 
Flowers and Bees 100 Million Years ago 
Bur Humans about only 200 Thousand Years ago 
So humans are a very recent happening. 



How long did various life forms live here? 



This pebble contains fossils of animals that lived many 
millions of years ago right here. 

A Petoskey stone is a rock and a fossil, often pebble-shaped, 
that is composed of a fossilized coral, Hexagonaria 
percarinata. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


How long did they live here? 
Bacteria i Billion years 
Corals 750 Million years 

Fish 480 Million years 
Insects 4 Million years 
Reptiles 300 Million years 
Dinosausrs 165 Million years 
Humans a few thousand years 


The word here means generally on Earth. 




See that thin red line pointing up. 

That is how long humans have been living on Earth. 


Actually it is over 100 times thicker than it should be 
because otherwise it was too thin to even see. 



IN THOUSANDS 
^OF YEARS 


SPIDERS, 570,000 
CORALS, 750,000 ^ 


BACTERIA, 1,000,000 


FISH, 480,000 INSECTS, 400,000 DINOSAUSRS, 200,000 

REPTILES, 300,000 HUMANS, 200 


UNIVERSE, 13,800,000 


EARTH, 4,543,000 


SUN, 4,603,000 



Your city sets on as 20 to 30 mile thick plate that floats 
on top of hot molten semi solid plasma. 

That plate has been floating around the surface earth for 
millions of years and has been over the equator which 
made our climate very hot. It has been over the poles so 
the climate was very cold. And as it is now it in a 
temperate zone so we have nice weather and livable 
temperatures. 





The French came to North America in the 1600s. Then 
the British came here. They fought with each other and 
used the Indians as pawns to also fight each other and 
the American settlers. 



After die war of 1812 Americans 


controlled Michigan. That is when 
finally had rule by law rather than r 





These list our rights and 
^ T| 10 our soldiers protect them. 

Constitution 

of the United States 



The Universal 

Human Rights 


Americans formed a Government with a Constitution 
and Bill of Rights which protects our Rights. Later the 
world got together and created the very important 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Most 
governments and people agreed on it and it is the world 
standard. Google it and read it. 





Settlers moved to the frontier which in America kept moving 
westward as land wore out or the area became crowded. At a new 
homestead on the frontier they had to cut down the trees, clear the 
brush, and break up the thick layer of grass ground cover which had 
been growing for thousands of years. Often the first crops had to be 
planted between tree stumps. This was called stump farming. They 
also had to make a temporary shelter to protect them from animals 
until they could build a log cabin. They also kept a fire going. 








Next was to find water and build a log cabin. Most cabins did not 
have windows at first because settlers did not have glass or animal 
skins to put in them and it took extra time. Later windows could be 
cut in and shutters made. These were opened in nice weather giving 
light and fresh air inside, or closed as needed. Logs were cut to 
interlock. In the absence of nails holes were drilled and wood pegs 
made to fit tightly into them. These were very strong. 








It took time to build a safe fire place. Fire places were smoky and 
had fumes but they did cut down on the hordes of misquotes. And 
pioneers had other pressing needs such as to clear land and get 
seeds into the ground first so they would have food. Also a well 
had to be dug, an outhouse and barn built and an area fenced for the 
animals. A lot of work in the first year. And all done by hand as 
there were no power tools or electricity or batteries. And in some 
areas they had be vigilant to spot predators or intruders. So the rifle 
was usually kept close by. Thousands of early American settlers had 
been snuck up upon and killed by intruders. 




Most things on the frontier were made of nearby materials. If they 
were lucky to have a cooper in the area they could get well made 
items such as the above in exchange for meat and food. A cooper is 
a person who makes items out of wood. They could make air tight 
barrels which were used to store and transport items. 


Many storage containers were made from clay, gourds, animal 
hides, bladders, or horns. Also baskets made from reed, or cattails. 
Notice the corncob stopper above. 







Observe the storage containers in this home. Notice what was called 
“oil cloth” a water proof cover used for a table cloth. Here were no 
plastic, paper or other throw away products. 





Later on stoves became available. They were much more efficient 
for heating and cooking. A lot of time was spent cutting up wood to 
keep fires going around the clock. If they went out it was quite a 
task to get one going again until matches were available. Before 
matches flint and steel were used. Wells preceded pumps in the 
early days. At first they were merely big holes. Pioneers had to 
fence them off otherwise livestock sometimes would fall in a well. 
What would you do when a child comes running in shouting “Ma 
the cow fell into the well.” 



Once you got livestock you needed to fence them in and have a barn 
for shelter from heat, cold and predators. The split rail fence was a 
basic fence that worked. 


Farms eventually were improved with many fenced parts including 
an orchard and livestock areas. Problem was that the fences did not 
keep out the wolves, crows, hungry birds or misquotes. 






Chickens, turkeys, horses, cows, pigs, and sheep were 
the most common livestock and they all had to be cared 
for daily. The cows had to be milked twice a day. 
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Plowing Bee to help a sick farmer. Although 
very self sufficient early settlers also relied on 
neighbors for occasional help. 

The rule of general reciprocity also known as 
the Golden Rule was what most settlers 
practiced and taught to their children. Since 
most settlers were also Christians it is noted 
that this is a major teaching of Jesus. And of 
Confucius, Buddha and most other religions. 






Harvesting Bees, Quilting Bees, Barn Raisings, Picnics, Singing 
Bees and visiting neighbors were common events. 





Buildings were built faster using boards from sawmills which were 
usually steam powered. 





The great grand parents worked hard and long usually from dawn to 
dusk and without power tools or electricity. In the kitchen, if they 
had one, there were no appliances, microwaves, TV dinners, or 
prepared foods. If you wanted a chicken dinner it had to be soaked 
in hot water to remove the feathers, cleaned inside and out then cut 
up then cooked. There were no restaurants, fast food or KFCs. 




Dad can I borrow the buggy? 







NO TRUCKS 
ONLY HORSE 
DRAWN WAGONS 







This is how laundry was done and with very hot water so as to kill 
off the ticks, fleas and other pests. 





Wool was sheared off of sheep or rabbits then spun into yearn 
which was then either knitted or fed into a loom to make clothing. 
If the family did not own a spinning wheel they used a drop spindle 

next picture. 









Music was a great joy then and now. Sometimes there were 4 th of 
July celebrations, barn dances and sugar hops for the young people 
to meet that special boy or girl. 







Picnics were great dates but of it was customary to have a 
chaperone along. 





Children went to school regardless of the weather as it was part of 
their job. Farm kids also had a lot of farm chores to do, not because 
the parents were lazy, but because there is so much that has to be 
done daily on the farm. Often the parents did not read or write and 
wanted their children to learn the three “Rs.” If a boy goofed off at 
school he would be punished at home or just pullout of school so he 
could do hard labor on the farm. 


The previous picture was of a one room school usually in which one 
teacher taught all 8 grades. Schools gradually got bigger and soon 
high schools taught up to the 12 th grade. 


THE ” CENTRE " LINE DIRT ROAD 



FIRST ST CLEMENT BUILT 1854 
Note Weingartz log cabin 


Sometimes schools, and churches were built next to log cabins. 
Sometimes log cabins were also used for schools and churches. 







Sometimes hardworking farmers and others stopped at a local 
tavern-cafe for an ale, or food. 




LIVERY STABLE, STORE, HOTEL AND CAFE 


Gradually better built and larger stores appeared as communities 
grew. More occupations came into practice. General store keepers, 
blacksmiths, tavern keepers, Inn keepers, brewers, harness makers, 
buggy makers, brick makers, carpenters, tanners, etc. Doctors knew 
very little and had very poor medicines until the after 1930s. 

Many children died young from childhood diseases we now have 
vaccines and cures for. Many women died in childbirth. 



The Ice box was a lifesaver because many children and adults had 
died of “Summer Complaint” a painful and deadly inflammation of 
the intestines caused by slightly spoiled milk because there was no 
refrigeration. 



Steam tractors were used for many years, Farms and housing 
improved greatly. Electricity came in in the early 1900s as did gas 
and water utilities in most locations. Coal was big through the 
1950. Year after year new useful appliances, gadgets and items 
were invented and sold in stores helping to make lives easier and 
life better. Three examples are the refrigerator, washing machine 
and microwave oven. 



Gradually the rural environment changed to urban with city water 
and sewers. Agriculture (farming) which had been the primary 
occupation for most families shrank to under 2%. 





Some areas began being serviced with mass transit such as trolleys. 
This is an electric car running on tracks that got its electricity from 
overhead wires. They were fairly quiet except for the bell. But 
Americans fell in love with the automobile which doomed trolleys 
in many places. Rail is more efficient than rubber tires and mass 
transit is still a good idea in cities as one does not have to bother 
with the hassles of traffic or parking. Soon big machines will be 
burrowing tunnels for fast efficient subways across America. 




Barn fires were easily started by commonly used kerosene lanterns. 
Families got together and formed villages with volunteer fire 
departments, water departments and local police. 






Village hall and fire and police departments. The water tower 
created water pressure to residents in the local area. 





Ford sold millions of these. Some were even used as tractors. 





Cars were great except after a rain on dirt roads which became seas 
of mud. Soon many cries were heard throughout the land crying 
“Get a Horse.” 



Better and better and more diversified stores opened up and were 
most often family owned and operated. 









Dirt roads got muddy and impassable then put up clouds 
of dust when dry. Planked roads rotted. Gravel roads 
were much better although they gradually became rough 
and needed to be graded yearly using a special vehicle 
called a road grader. 


Many people built their own homes in tough times. Some people 
lived in the basement until rooms could be finished. Is that a 
Hudson hornet car? 


20 cents a gallon and they filled 
your tank, checked your oil and 
cleaned your windows. 



Gas was cheap and they serviced your car as well. That was one of 
the good things of the “Good Old Days.” 


World Book Encyclopedia 



yesterday's internet! 


When you wanted to know something an encyclopedia was the best 
source in the old days. 







By 1922 there was a radio in most homes. It brought news, music 
and entertainment. We stared at the radio and watched “The Lone 
Ranger.” The sound effects were so realistic you could almost see 

them. 





TV came in after World War Two. It was decent for the first 15 or 
so years then many claim the programmers lowered their standards. 
But PBS has consistently put out excellent educational programs 
into the present time. 

TV was at first only in Black and white. We faked color by putting 
colored cellophane over the screen. 






America suffered through many wars and lost thousands of our 
young people. And this continues on today. Read the back of the 
veteran’s vest. It states “Freedom Isn’t Free, Somebody died for 
yours.” Very true. Freedom has to be maintained by every 
generation. 


This is a sketch of a minuteman. During our revolutionary struggle 
men had to be ready on a minute’s notice to fight for our freedom 
and thousands of them did. Thank those minutemen and out soldiers 
for your freedom today. Rule by law is much better than rule by 
brute force we had until our areas came under control of our 
citizens and Constitution. And now we thank our police for 
enforcing that rule of law. Many have lost their lives for rule of 
law. Look at the many places in the world which have lost it and 
observe the terrible consequences. 



Our country and way of life was attacked on 9-11 by Islamic 
terrorists which has as of now caused the deaths of over 3,000 
people and cancer in many more. Actually this was the second 
attack on the World Trade Center by the same folks. The first was 
on 2/26/1993 which injured over 1000 and killed six people. Since 
then they have caused the deaths of over 8,000 of our young people. 
And their attacks continue today around the world and here, 
(example Boston Marathon bombing which killed innocent 
children.) We still have freedom of speech. 




Technology is advancing. Automation will soon Replace 60% of current 
jobs. An IBM computer is now the best doctor in the world. Bots which 
are automated programs with Al can do lawyer work, artist work, write 
music and replace most human jobs soon. 
Autonomous cars will replace most drivers. 
Pharmacists are being replaced by machines 
Glasses and wrist phones will replace 
smart phones. Mu chips with RFIDs will be 
put in almost everything to track rt and 
inventory it. Humans will have artificial parts 
soon. Machines will take on more and more. 

for nwe information see 
Occuoetio* OuVook 
handbook end 
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Baxter is the general purpose robot at the top left. These general 
purpose robots will, just like general purpose computers replace 
thousands of human workers. 
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“The noblest 
question in 
the world is 
What Good 
may I do 
in it?” 

Benjamin Franklin 
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"The world will not bo 
destroyed by those who 
do evil, but by those who 
? ■ welch them without 
U' doing anything • - Atoert 
Emstar 
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Here are a few contemporary historic Facebook memes. 


